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United States First Lady Michelle Obama recently addressed the YALI Network to stress the
importance of helping women and girls reach their full potential as part of the #AfricadHer

campaign. Listen to her audio above and read transcripts from the video in English, Francais or
Portugués below. Want to watch the video? See it on Facebook here.

English

[First lady Michelle Obama:]
Hello, YALI Network members!

Thank you all for being such an important part of this extraordinary group of young leaders who are
making such a vibrant contribution to Africa’s future.

In just two years, the YALI Network has grown to more than 200,000 members all across Africa.And
every day, you all are coming up with innovative solutions to some of the world’s most pressing
challenges, from addressing climate change, to expanding civic engagement, to empowering women
and girls, which is an issue that is near and dear to my heart. In fact, as you may know, last year,
President Obama and I launched Let Girls Learn. It's a new initiative to educate adolescent girls
worldwide. And as I've traveled the world, I've met so many members of the YALI community, both
men and women, who are working tirelessly in their communities to empower and inspire girls to
fulfill their boundless promise. And today I want to urge every single one of you to join us in these
efforts.

We need you all speaking out about the importance of educating girls. We need you to serve as
mentors for girls in your communities and to hire and promote women in your businesses. And, of
course, we need you to encourage more talented African women to join the YALI Network so they
can become leaders in their countries.

And as you do this vitally important work, and we continue to build the YALI Network together, I
want to thank you all for everything you're doing to build a better future for the people in Africa and
all across the globe, and I can’t wait to see everything you all will continue to achieve in the months
and years ahead.

Thanks so much.
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Francais

[Premiére dame Michelle Obama :]
Bonjour, membres du YALI Network !

Merci a vous tous de former une partie aussi importante de ce groupe extraordinaire de jeunes
leaders qui apportent leur contribution si activement a 1’avenir de I’Afrique.

En deux ans seulement, le nombre de membres du Yali Network a atteint 200 000 dans toute
I’Afrique. Tous les jours, vous trouvez des solutions innovantes aux problemes les plus pressants du
monde, qu’il s’agisse de faire face au changement climatique, de renforcer I’engagement civique ou
de donner des moyens d’action aux femmes et aux filles, une cause qui me tient beaucoup a coeur.
En fait, vous le savez peut-étre, ’'année derniere, le président Obama et moi avons lancé Let Girls
Learn. C’est une nouvelle action pour 1’éducation des adolescentes du monde entier. En voyageant
partout dans le monde, j'ai rencontré tellement de

membres de YALI, hommes et femmes, qui travaillent inlassablement dans leur collectivité pour
autonomiser les filles et les aider a développer leur potentiel illimité. Aujourd’'hui, je veux
encourager chacun de vous a joindre vos efforts aux notres.

Nous avons besoin de vous pour communiquer l'importance de 1’éducation des filles. Vous devez
servir de mentors aux filles de vos communautés et embaucher des femmes et leur donner une place
importante dans vos entreprises. Et bien siir, nous voulons que vous encouragiez plus d’Africaines
talentueuses a rejoindre le YALI Network pour qu’elles puissent

devenir des leaders dans leur pays.

Devant ce travail d’'une importance cruciale que vous accomplissez, et notre action ensemble pour
continuer d’élargir le YALI Network, je veux vous remercier pour tout ce que vous faites pour batir
un avenir meilleur pour les populations d’Afrique et du monde entier, et j’ai hate de voir tout ce que
vous allez continuer d’accomplir dans les mois et les années a venir.

Merci infiniment.

Portugués

[Primeira-dama Michelle Obama:]
0l4, membros da Rede Yali!

Obrigada a todos vocés por serem uma parte tao importante deste grupo extraordinario de jovens
lideres que estdo fazendo uma contribuicao tdo vibrante ao futuro da Africa.

Em apenas dois anos, a Rede Yali cresceu para mais de 200 mil membros em toda a Africa. E a cada
dia, todos vocés estdao contribuindo com solugdes inovadoras para alguns dos desafios mais
prementes do mundo, desde o combate as mudangas climaticas, até a expansdo do engajamento
civico, e o empoderamento de mulheres e meninas, que ¢ uma questdo que prezo muito
profundamente. Na verdade, como voceés ja devem saber, no ano passado, o presidente Obama e eu
lancamos a iniciativa Permita que as Meninas Aprendam. E uma nova iniciativa que visa educar
meninas adolescentes em todo o mundo. E ao viajar pelo mundo, encontro muitos membros da



comunidade Yali, tanto homens como mulheres, que estao trabalhando incansavelmente em suas
comunidades a fim de empoderar e inspirar as meninas a cumprir a imensa promessa que possuem.
E hoje eu quero exortar cada um de voceés a se juntar a nds nesses esforgos.

Precisamos que todos vocés falem sobre a importancia da educacao de meninas. Precisamos que
vocés atuem como mentores para as meninas em suas comunidades e contratem e promovam as
mulheres em suas empresas. E, obviamente, precisamos que vocés incentivem mais mulheres
africanas talentosas a se juntar a Rede Yali, a fim de que elas possam se tornar lideres em seus
paises.

E a medida que vocés realizam este trabalho de importancia vital, e nds continuamos a desenvolver
a Rede Yali em conjunto, quero agradecer a todos vocés por tudo que estdo fazendo para construir
um futuro melhor para os habitantes da Africa e de todo o mundo, e eu mal posso esperar para ver
tudo o que vocés todos continuarao a alcangar nos proximos meses e anos.

Muitissimo obrigada.
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Thank First Lady Michelle Obama for spending time with us and make your #Africa4Her pledge

today!
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